
CEREMONY HONORING GOLDEN SISTERS 

 

PRESIDENT:  It is a pleasure to have you here for this ceremony, honoring our two 

Golden Sisters, Cleo Hernandez and Carolyn Gilbert, on their anniversary of fifty years 

in Alpha Delta Kappa. 

 

PRESIDENT-ELECT:  We were all chosen for membership in Alpha Delta Kappa 

because a current member believed we would help promote educational and charitable 

projects and activities that are a vital part of this sorority's program and responsibilities.  

And they believed we would uphold the ideals of education, as well as the principles and 

purposes of Alpha Delta Kappa. 

 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRES:  Our beloved sisters Cleo and Carolyn have participated in 

these activities, practiced these responsibilities, and promoted these principles for an 

admirable fifty years.   

 

PRESIDENT:  Cleo and Carolyn, we would like you to light one of these candles.   

 

(Honorees each light a candle.) 

 

Thank you.  These candles represent the light that Cleo and Carolyn have brought to our 

organization through their exemplary role models as teachers, their service and fraternity 

as sorority sisters, and their kindness and loyalty as friends.  May their light be a beacon 

to all of us, as we strive to follow in their footsteps.  May these candles brighten the path 

of each and every member of our sorority. 

 

PRESIDENT-ELECT:  "To Light a Candle."  The years merge in the candle glow, and 

the golden light becomes symbolic of all that brightens our lives:  the light of the sun, 

the light of love, and the light of learning. 

 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRES:  Teachers possess that rare opportunity to light a candle that 

keeps a very special kind of magic shining inside a child.  Not every person is blessed 

with this nearness to another human life.  A teacher can bless a child with the awareness 

that he is the noblest creature that has come from the hand of God.  She can set aglow 

for him the most essential flame of life -- the flame of faith in himself.  Blessed with a 

sense of personal worth and dignity, he finds himself a unique human being, capable of 

making a singular and significant contribution to life. 

 

PRESIDENT:  Teachers know how to light this flame -- by a smile or a nod, by sharing 

a joke, by accepting a gift, by listening, by speaking a word of encouragement or 

approval.  Teachers know that a lighter of candles has accepted the role of loving the 

unlovable.  As Cleo and Carolyn have, thousands of teachers have discovered the joy of 

this very special lighting of candles. 

 



PRESIDENT ELECT:  A sense of personal worth, self-respect, faith in oneself -- these 

are the candles that teachers light; not just on special occasions, but every day 

throughout the year. 

 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRES:  So, just as these candles are a symbol of the light and love 

and learning that Cleo and Carolyn have shared for fifty years, may their glow brighten 

all of our lives with sisterhood, scholarship, and service. 

 

CHAPLAIN:  Let us pray.  Father in Heaven, we lift our hearts and voices to You, 

praising You for the knowledge and inspiration which has been given to us.  We thank 

You for the hope of good things to come. 

 

We ask Your divine blessings on Alph Delta Kappa, whenever and wherever its 

members may meet, and especially on our sisters Cleo Hernandez and Carolyn Gilbert. 

 

Extend our efforts in building ideals and professional advancement that will make for 

human happiness and a better world in which to live. 

 

Make us conscious of all Your blessings and give us the wisdom and courage to fulfill 

our obligations.  May we ever be mindful of those who, like Cleo and Carolyn, have 

through the years, by vision and steadfastness of purpose, made the expansion and 

success of this sorority possible. Fortify each of us with the same vision and zeal they 

have demonstrated to carry on the work of this prestigious organization. 

 

Guide us in all actions and decisions, encourage us to nobler living, inspire us to greater 

service, and send your grace, mercy and peace to abide with us all.  Amen. 

 

(Present each with flowers and certificate.) 

 

PRESIDENT:  Everyone, please stand and let us show our love and thankfulness for our 

sisters Cleo and Carolyn. 

 

 

       


